ENTRANCE EXAM

SAMPLE

Grammar & Vocabulary

1) Circle the correct answer.
1. I hope you were not ___________ at my lecture.

a) boring

 b) bored

  c) bore

 d) been bored
2. Do you mind _____________ the window?
a) to open

 b) opening

  c) open

 d) opened
3. I hope his father will make him _____________ the truth.
a) tell


 b) to tell

  c) telling

 d) told
4. We won’t be going _____________ this evening.
a) anywhere

 b) nowhere

  c) no place

 d) somewhere
5. There is a book lying on the table. Do you know ____________ book it is?
a) of whom

 b) who

  c) whose

 d) whom
6. At this time of the day there are _____________ people on the main square than in the morning. 
a) few


 b) less


  c) little

 d) fewer
7. See to it that the letter is delivered _____________ hand.
a) with


 b) in


  c) on


 d) by
8. They have been married _____________ 25 years.
a) for


 b) since

  c) during

 d) still
9. If you are worried about the problem, you should do something ___________ it.
a) for


 b) about

  c) against

 d) with
10. Hello, Jim. I didn’t expect to see you today. Sonia said you _________ ill. 
a) are


 b) were

  c) was

 d) should be
11. I’m sure I locked the door; I clearly remember ____________ it.
a) locking

 b) to lock

  c) to have locked
 d) to locking
12. Call an ambulance. There’s been __________.
a) accident

 b) an accident

  c) some accident
 d) the accident
13. He’s lazy. He never does __________ work.
a) some

 b) any


  c) no


 d) none
14. I ______________ in this company two years by 10 May.
a) will work

 b) will be working
 c) have worked
d) will have worked
15. The exam was quite easy - ___________ we expected.
a) more easy than
 b) more easy that
 c)  easier than

d) easier as
2) Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense.
1. Does anyone want a sandwich? No, thanks. I ____________ just ___________ (have) lunch.
2. Just think. This time next month I _______________ (work) here for more than 10 years. 
3. What ___________ you __________ (do) between 5 and 6pm last Saturday?
4. Mark ______________ (go) to work by train while his car is at the mechanic’s. 
5. ___________________ (you/go) to the cinema last night? Yes, but it ____________ (be) a mistake. The film _____________ (be) awful.
3) Correct the mistakes in each sentence.
1. I like listening the radio when I’m in the car.

2. We might go out tomorrow, but it depends of the weather.
3. Venice is very different the rest of Italy.

4. He shouted to me because he was very angry.

5. Are you interested on sport?

6. She seems to be suffering by shock.

7. I think she’s going to apply that job at the post office.

8. I’m not very good in math, so you’ll have to add this up for me.

9. She’s sitting by the phone, waiting a call.
10. He’s always spending money for things he doesn’t need.

Use of English
From the words listed below, choose the ones which best fit the space.

THE MARRIAGE CONTRACT

But it isn't so (1) _________ that marriage is expensive in terms of money, as that it is expensive in terms of life (2) _________, especially when it goes wrong, as it did in the (3) _________ of Mr. and Mrs. Stark. Mrs. Stark was given a divorce because of the unreasonable behaviour of her husband. He was (4) _________ to have (5) _________ up a contract which he forced her to sign. (6) _________  some points of view - particularly the point of view of a husband - the contract does not seem to be too bad a (7) _________  In it, Mrs. Stark was not allowed to mention the names of her parents or brother in the house. She could only visit her parents twice a month, the cost to be (8) _________ from the household budget. She would have to return to the house in (9) _________ of time to prepare Mr. Stark's evening meal. Her parents could visit her once a month while he was out. If he was in, then they would have to meet somewhere else. Mrs. Stark would be allowed £2 a week (10) _________ money for her personal use. In the (11) _________ of a death in the family, she would be allowed two days (12) _________ from the house. She could spend up to five days a year away in the event of family illness. No presents for her parents were to be paid (13) _________ from the housekeeping.
Mrs. Stark was (14) _________ a divorce, but Mr. Stark appealed against the decision. It cost him £6,000 in legal fees, much more than it cost him to get married in the first (15) _________”
1. A often

B great


C much

D hard

2. A now

B itself


C then


D however

3. A event

B instance

C time


D case

4. A said

B considered

C described

D enabled

5. A made

B written

C done


D drawn

6. A To

B With


C At


D From

7. A idea

B thing


C number

D theme

8. A taken

B met


C earned

D lifted

9. A best

B most


C plenty

D hours

10. A as

B for


C in


D to

11. A cause

B occasion

C event

D happening

12. A away

B holiday

C leave

D departure

13. A out

B to


C for


D with

14. A granted

B awarded

C let


D presented

15. A time

B example

C point


D place

Reading comprehension
Dad decided last Sunday that we should all go on a camping trip.

He read an article in the Sunday paper about camping and how it “brings families together under the canopy of nature.”

“Overrated,” I joked. “What about the canopy of television or the canopy of restaurant food?”

“This will be good for us,” Dad said, sliding the magazine across the coffee table. “Let’s go next week-end.”

I shot a quick look over at my little brother, Paul. He gave me a slow eyebrow raise which meant, “This will probably not go off completely as planned.”

My smile back said, "But it will surely be fun."

I started to think back. Once Dad decided “we should all learn how to canoe.” We borrowed two canoes from our friends, hoisted them on the van and drove for three hours to a secluded lake in Virginia. Once we got there, we discovered that we had forgotten the paddles.

Paul and I got in a canoe with Dad, and our two younger sisters got in a canoe with Mom. We floated aimlessly around the lake for hours. Then we all jumped in with our life jackets on. We pushed the canoes back to shore. It was a fantastic trip.

Another time, Dad decided “we should all learn how to ski.” All of us hate the cold so we spent the week-end huddled by the fire, drinking hot cocoa in the ski lodge and playing board games. It was great. We had a blast.

When I stopped daydreaming, Mom was saying, “Sweetheart, we don’t have a tent.”

“We don’t need one!” Dad said happily. “We’ll take all the seats out the van when we get to the campsite and put in an air mattress.”

I don't know what the punch line will be on this excursion, but I am sure with Mom, Dad and the four of us kids scrunched in a van at some national park, we are bound to have a good time.
1. Which other title fits this passage best?

1.   "No Paddles"

2.   "Never as Planned"

3.   "Hot Cocoa by the Fire"

4.   "Van Camping for Beginners"

2. What literary term best describes the narrator's daydreams?

1.   foreshadowing, meaning the use of hints to suggest what is to come

2.   irony, meaning a contrast between what is stated and what is really meant

3.   flashback, meaning a scene that interrupts the action to show what happened at an earlier time

4.   metaphor, meaning the comparison of two unlike things with the intent of giving added meaning to one of them

3. Which of the following could be described as secluded?
Check all that make sense.

           1. a deserted island

           2. an amusement park

           3. a hiking trail known only to a few

           4. a popular beach on the California coast 

Bottom of Form

4. What lesson does the narrator's family seem to live by?

1.   Camping is an adventure.

2.   Danger is only in the imagination.

3.   Things don't need to go as planned to have fun.

4.   Reading newspapers is a prescription for trouble.

5. Which is the best synonym for excursion?

1.   evolution

2.   exodus

3.   expedition

4.   hiatus

6. "Then we all jumped in with our life jackets on. We pushed the canoes back to shore."
Which is the best way to combine the above sentences?

1.   We all jumped in with our life jackets on as we pushed the canoes back to shore.

2.   Then we all jumped in with our life jackets on, pushing the canoes back to shore.

3.   We pushed the canoes back to shore while we all jumped in with our life jackets on.

4.   After we all jumped in with our life jackets on, we pushed the canoes back to shore.

7. Which best describes the narrator's tone?

1.   condescending

2.   sarcastic

3.   jovial

4.   annoyed

8. Why might the narrator say that the camping trip will have a punch line?

1.   He feels the trip will be expensive.

2.   He feels the trip will have difficulties.

3.   He feels the trip will have a funny ending.

4.   He feels the sleeping in such close quarters will cause fighting.

Writing. Choose one topic to write about. (no more than 150 words)

1. Write a paragraph about how teens in your country communicate with friends. 

2. Write a short paragraph about your dream job. 
3. Write a short letter to a friend about what you are going to do to help protect the environment. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Translation
On August 30th 1938, millions of radio listeners in the USA were convinced that their country was being invaded by Martians. An evening music programme was interrupted by a series of news bulletins, which reported that a meteorite had landed on a farm in New Jersey. Apparently aliens ‘as large as bears, with black eyes and V-shaped mouths’ had emerged from inside the meteorite and were releasing poisonous gas into the atmosphere, Further bulletins told of more Martian landings in other parts of the USA. As the news spread, thousands of people fled their homes to avoid the alien attack. Some people even phoned local radio stations to say they could see a cloud of poisonous gas approaching New York. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
