ENTRANCE EXAM

SAMPLE

Grammar/Vocabulary
1) Circle the correct answer.
1. Before you start the engine, we must __________ all the instruments. 

a) checking

  b) to be checked

  c) to check

 d) check

2. You can’t blame __________ for our mistakes.

a) young

  b) the young


  c) younger

 d) younger

3. Jim plays the trumpet well, __________?

a) he doesn’t

  b) doesn’t he


  c) isn’t he

 d) isn’t it

4. We go to town once __________ week.

a) a


  b) the



  c) an


 d) -

5. If I were you, __________ my money, not waste it.

a) I’ll save

  b) I’d save


  c) I saved

 d) I’ve saved

6. Did you enjoy __________ the play?

a) watching

 b) in watching

  c) to watch

 d) in having watched

7. It was obvious that all of them __________ in the results of the game. 
a) interested

 b) were interesting

  c) have interested
 d) were interested
8. How’s he getting __________ at his new job?

a) up


 b) out



  c) forward

 d) on

9. Jill asked John what he __________ if he had been there.

a) was doing

 b) had done


  c) would have done
d) did

10. I didn’t buy any more paint because there was still __________ left.

a) any


 b) no



  c) some

 d) none

11. As a child she had always been prone ____________ allergies.

a) to


 b) about


  c) for


 d) in

12. She doesn’t know how little time _____________.
a) is there

 b) it is



  c) is it


 d) there is
13. Oil _____________ in some parts of our country.
 a) has found

 b) finds


  c) is finding

 d) is found
14. It’s high time we ___________ how to use this machine.
a) learn

 b) have learned

  c) are learning
 d) learned
15. ___________ from her letter, Jill must be happy now.
a) Judging

 b) Being judged

  c) Judged

 d) Been judged
2) Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense.
1. She caught the next train, but it _______________ (not/get) in till 9, so she _____________ (arrive) at her office ten minutes late.
2. He ______________ (give) me back the book, _____________ (thank) me for lending it to him and ______________ (say) that he ______________ (enjoy) it very much; but I ______________ (know) that he ________________ (not/read) it because most of the pages _____________ (be) still uncut.
3. I hope they ______________ (repair) this road by the time we come back next summer.
4. I’m sorry you didn’t tell me that dogs were allowed in the hotel; if I ______________ (know) I _____________ (bring) my dog. He ___________ (enjoy) the walk.
5. The employers ______________ (meet) the strikers again tomorrow. They ___________ (just/repeat) what they said today. Or they __________ (climb) down? I believe that they ___________ (offer) a 10 per cent rise plus a productivity bonus.
3) Replace the underlined words and phrases with a word of the same meaning which begins with the prefix given.
Example: That child looks very sad.                                   unhappy   
1. I’m sure that’s against the law.   


        il___________
2. The doctor told me to take off my clothes.   
        un___________
3. We don’t have the same opinion about this.
        dis___________

4. His room is always in a mess. 


        un___________

5. I’m afraid she doesn’t like onions. 


        dis___________
6. That was very rude, wasn’t it? 

  
        im___________
Use of English
1) For questions 1-10, read the text below and think of the word which best fits each gap. Use only one word in each gap.
Mr. Jeffries, I have decided against a prison sentence in your case. You may walk free from this court on (1) ____________ that you report to Chesham police station every Friday for the next six months. Should you fail to (2) ____________ so, you will be given one warning; and if you persist (3) ____________ failing to meet this obligation, you will return to this court for a harsher sentence. (4) ____________ you can present good reason why you were unable to report to the station, you will (5) ____________ yourself in severe trouble. If you are ____________ (6) to attend because of illness, please note that a medical certificate must be produced, signed by your doctor, proving your state of health. You should realize that (7) ____________ for your previous good conduct, I would (8) ____________ had no hesitation in imposing a prison sentence. And I shall not forget that if your friend had (9) ____________ intervened in the fight, you might (10) ____________ seriously injured the defendant.
Reading comprehension
You are going to read a magazine article about a company called Holiday on Ice, which puts on ice-skatingshows. For questions 1 – 8, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

At 7pm on a dark, cold November evening, thousands of people are making their way across a vast car park. They’re not here to see a film, or the ballet, or even the circus. They are all here for what is, bizarrely, a global phenomenon: they are here to see Holiday on Ice. Given that most people don’t seem to be acquainted with anyone who’s ever been, the show’s statistics are extraordinary: nearly 300 million people have seen Holiday on Ice since it began in 1943; it is the most popular live entertainment in the world. But what does the production involve? And why are so many people prepared to spend their lives travelling round Europe in caravans in order to appear in it? It can’t be glamorous, and it’s undoubtedly hard work. The backstage atmosphere is an odd mix of gym class and workplace. A curtained-off section at the back of the arena is laughably referred to as the girls’ dressing room, but is more accurately described as a corridor, with beige, cracked walls and cheap temporary tables set up along the length of it. Each girl has a small area littered with pots of orange make-up, tubes of mascara and long false eyelashes. As a place to work, it must rank pretty low down the scale: the area round the ice-rink is grey and mucky with rows of dirty blue and brown plastic seating and red carpet tiles. It’s an unimpressive picture, but the show itself is an unquestionably vast, polished global enterprise: the lights come from a firm in Texas, the people who make the audio system are in California, but Montreal supplies the smoke effects; former British Olympic skater Robin Cousins is now creative director for the company and conducts a vast master class to make sure they’re ready for the show’s next performance.
The next day, as the music blares out from the sound system, the cast start to go through their routines under Cousins’ direction. Cousins says, ‘The aim is to make sure they’reall still getting to exactly the right place on the ice at the right time – largely because the banks of lights in the ceiling are set to those places, and if the skaters are all half a metre out they’ll be illuminating empty ice. Our challenge,’ he continues, ‘is to produce something they can sell in a number of countries at the same time. My theory is that you take those things that people want to see and you give it to them, but not in the way they expect to see it. You try to twist it. And you have to find music that is challenging to the skaters, because they have to do it every night.’ It may be a job which he took to pay the rent, but you can’t doubt his enthusiasm. ‘The only place you’ll see certain skating moves is an ice show,’ he says, ‘because you’re not allowed to do them in competition. It’s not in the rules. So the ice show world has things to offer which the competitive world just doesn’t.’ Cousins knows what he’s talking about because he skated for the show himself when he stopped competing – he was financially unable to retire. He learnt the hard way that you can’t put on an Olympic performance every night. ‘I’d be thinking, these people have paid their money, now do your stuff, and I suddenly thought, “I really can’t cope. I’m not enjoying it”.’ The solution, he realised, was to give 75 per cent every night, rather than striving for the sort of twice-a-year excellence which won him medals. To be honest, for those of us whose only experience of ice-skating is watching top-class Olympic skaters, some of the movements can look a bit amateurish, but then, who are we to judge? Equally, it’s impossible not to be swept up in the whole thing; well, you’d have to try pretty hard not to enjoy it.
1 What surprises the writer about the popularity of Holiday on Ice?

A The show has not changed since it started.

B Few people know someone who has seen it.

C Ice-skating is not generally a popular hobby.

D People often say they prefer other types of show.

2 The writer describes the backstage area in order to show

A the conditions that the skaters put up with.

B the type of skater that the show attracts.

C how much fun the cast have during their work.

D how much preparation is needed for a performance.

3 What does the writer highlight about the show in the third paragraph?

A the need for a higher level of professional support

B the difficulty of finding suitable equipment

C the range of companies involved in the production

D the variety of places in which the show has been staged

4 For Robin Cousins, the key point when rehearsing skating routines is

A the movement of the lights.

B keeping in time with the music.

C filling all available space on the ice.

D the skaters’ positions on the ice.

5 Cousins believes that he can meet the challenge of producing shows for different audiences

A by varying the routines each night.

B by adapting movements to suit local tastes.

C by presenting familiar material in an unexpected way.

D by selecting music that local audiences will respond to.

6 What does Cousins suggest in paragraph 5 about skating in shows?

A It allows skaters to try out a range of ideas.

B It enables skaters to visit a variety of places.

C It can be as competitive as other forms of skating.

D It is particularly well paid.

7 What is meant by ‘the hard way’ in line 69?

A through making a lot of errors

B through difficult personal experience

C by over-estimating the ability of others

D by misunderstanding the expectations of others

8 What conclusion does the writer draw about Holiday on Ice?

A It is more enjoyable to watch than formal ice-skating.

B It requires as much skill as Olympic ice-skating.

C It is hard to know who really enjoys it.
D It is difficult to dislike it. 
Top of Form

Bottom of Form

Translation
   The children did not understand why their father was so worried, and they were afraid to ask. Clearly he did not wish to discuss the matter further. He became businesslike like someone preparing for a final departure. His work-blackened hands touched this and that, picking things up and putting them down again. He told them to be good children, and to respect all adults. He told them to make him proud of them, because he cared for them, because they were his life. At last he went to the door. 
I have to go now, he said and added, Always remember that you are mine. His small lips were trembling and it seemed to the children that he was trying desperately not to cry. Helplessly they watched him. He touched each child softly on the head, and went out of the door. (An extract from The Bride Price by Buchi Emecheta) 
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Writing. Choose one topic to write about. (no more than 150 words)

1. Write about ideal holidays and common holiday problems. 
2. Write a short review of a film you have seen. 
3. Write a short paragraph about a festival in your country.
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