Entrance exam
Sample 1
Grammar/ Vocabulary
1) Circle the correct answer.

1. A Where’s your key? B I don’t know. I ________________ it.

a) ‘m losing         b)‘ve lost             c)  had lost                  d) lose 

2. A You ________________ hard today. B Yes, I have a lot to do.

a) work

b) aren’t working 

c) worked

d) are working

3. If I sold my car, I ________________ much money for it. 

a) wouldn’t get

b) won’t get

c) will get

d) get

4. She suggested ________________ to the cinema.

a) to go

b) going

c) us to go

d) go

5. I don’t remember ________________ you any money. 

a) to give

b) give

c) giving

d) gave

6. I didn’t have ________________ money, so I had to borrow ________________. 

a) some / some

b) some / any

c) any / any

d) any / some

7. Do you work ________________ Wednesdays?

a) at

b) for

c) on

d) in

8. In Britain, children start school ________________ the age of five.

a) at

b) on

c) in

d) for

9. The man next door ________________ since he ________________ six months ago.

a) hasn’t seen / disappeared
b) hasn’t been seen / disappeared  c) wasn’t seen / has disappeared
d) hasn’t seen/was disappeared

10. It might rain, so we ________________ an umbrella. 

a) ought bring

b) should brought

c) had better brought

d) had better bring

2) Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense.

1. I thought my train ________________ (leave) at 14.33, and ________________ (be) very disappointed when I ________________ (arrive) at 14.30 and ________________ (learn) that it ________________ (just, leave). I ________________ (find) later that I ________________ (use) an out-of-date timetable.

2. When I ________________ (buy) my new house I ________________ (ask) for a telephone. The Post Office ________________ (tell) me to wait, but I ________________ (wait) a year now and my phone ________________ (not, still, come). 

3. The hall ________________ (be) painted at the moment, so it ________________ (not look) its best.

    But where are the painters? ________________ (they, stop) work at 3.00?

    No, they are in the kitchen. They ________________ (have) a tea break.

4. Do you think _______________________ (you/still/do) the same job in ten years’ time?
3) Look at the underlined letters in these words. Which is the odd one out in each case?

1. bread

dream

spread

dead

2. spoon
room

flood

choose

3. fast

phrase

blame

sunbathe

4. cousin
wound

rough

trouble


5. virus

pilot

diet

since     

Use of English
For questions 1-10, read the text below and think of the word which best fits each gap. Use only one word in each gap.

Mr. Jeffries, I have decided against a prison sentence in your case. You may walk free from this court on (1) ____________ that you report to Chesham police station every Friday for the next six months. Should you fail to (2) ____________ so, you will be given one warning; and if you persist (3) ____________ failing to meet this obligation, you will return to this court for a harsher sentence. (4) ____________ you can present good reason why you were unable to report to the station, you will (5) ____________ yourself in severe trouble. If you are ____________(6) to attend because of illness, please note that a medical certificate must be produced, signed by your doctor, proving your state of health. You should realize that (7) ____________ for your previous good conduct, I would (8) ____________ had no hesitation in imposing a prison sentence. And I shall not forget that if your friend had (9) ____________ intervened in the fight, you might (10) ____________ seriously injured the defendant.

Reading comprehension

You are going to read an extract from a novel. For questions 1 – 8, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

I shifted uncomfortably inside my best suit and eased a finger inside the tight white collar. It was hot in the little bus and I had taken a seat on the wrong side where the summer sun beat on the windows. It was a strange outfit for the weather, but a few miles ahead my future employer might be waiting for me and I had to make a good impression. There was a lot depending on this interview. Many friends who had qualified with me were unemployed or working in shops or as labourers in the shipyards. So many that I had almost given up hope of any future for myself as a veterinary surgeon. There were usually two or three jobs advertised in the Veterinary Record each week and an average of eighty applicants for each one. It hadn’t seemed possible when the letter came from Darrowby in Yorkshire. Mr S. Farnon would like to see me on the Friday afternoon; I was to come to tea and, if we were suited to each other, I could stay on as his assistant. 
Most young people emerging from the colleges after five years of hard work were faced by a world unimpressed by their enthusiasm and bursting knowledge. So I had grabbed the lifeline unbelievingly. The driver crashed his gears again as we went into another steep bend. We had been climbing steadily now for the last fifteen miles or so, moving closer to the distant blue of the Pennine Hills. I had never been in Yorkshire before, but the name had always raised a picture of a region as heavy and unromantic as the pudding of the same name; I was prepared for solid respectability, dullness and a total lack of charm. But as the bus made its way higher, I began to wonder. There were high grassy hills and wide valleys. In the valley bottoms, rivers twisted among the trees and solid grey stone farmhouses lay among islands of cultivated land which pushed up the wild, dark hillsides. Suddenly, I realized the bus was clattering along a narrow street which opened onto a square where we stopped. Above the window of a small grocer’s shop I read ‘Darrowby Co-operative Society’. 
1 As he travelled, the writer regretted his choice of
A seat.


B clothes. 


C career. 

D means of transport.

2 What had surprised the writer about the job?

A There had been no advertisement.


B He had been contacted by letter.

C There was an invitation to tea.



D He had been selected for interview.

3 The writer uses the phrase ‘I had grabbed the lifeline’ (line 15) to show that he felt

A confident of his ability.



B ready to consider any offer.

C cautious about accepting the invitation.

D forced to make a decision unwillingly.

4 What impression had the writer previously had of Yorkshire?

A It was a beautiful place.



B It was a boring place.

C It was a charming place.



D It was an unhappy place.

5 What did the writer find unusual about Darrowby?

A the location of the bus stop



B the small number of shops

C the design of the square



D the lack of activity
Translation
Ethan went up to the kitchen door, and found that it was locked. He called Hello, Matt! but there was no answer. He stood in the darkness and waited. After a moment he heard a sound on the stairs, and saw light round the door. And just like the night before, the door opened and there stood a woman with a lamp in her hand. She smiled gently, and stepped to the side to let Ethan come in. 

   The kitchen was warm and welcoming. On the table were cakes and fruit in a bright red glass dish, and the cat was lying lazily in front of a warm fire.

Well, Matt, any visitors? asked Ethan.

Just one, replied Mattie, laughing. A black cloud came down over Ethan’s world.

Who was that?
   She looked at him and laughed again. Jotham Powell. He came in and asked for a drop of coffee. 

                                                                   (An extract from Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton)   
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Choose one topic to write about. (no more than 150 words)

1. Write a brief account of a book you read recently.

2. Write a brief account of a movie that you watched recently.

3. Write an article about your worst/best holiday experience. .
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